Village of Wadsworth
Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting
Held at the Village Hall
June 3, 2025

Call to Order: Village President Witte called the meeting of the Village Board of
Trustee to order at 6:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: Village President Witte led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: In attendance in person were Village Trustees Mildred Corder, Ben
Dolan, Chris Finkel, Wade Goff, Geralyn Hansen, and Robert
Hayden, Village President Fred Witte, Village Administrator Pat
DiPersio, Village Attorney Megan Mack and Village Clerk Nancy
Huffman were also physically present.

Special Business: None

Public Comment: Resident L. Magnuson inquired about details surrounding the
internship listed on the agenda.

Village President Witte provided that details and discussion will be
presented later in the meeting.

Resident L. Magnuson also inquired about the occupancy limit for
the Onan property because she stated she was concerned about
safety during the car show. She asked if the occupancy limit could
be researched and asked if event times could be posted.

Administrator DiPersio stated that he would look into both of
those items.

Establish Consent Agenda: A motion was made by Trustee Corder, seconded by Trustee
Hayden to Establish Consent Agenda to Include the Following
Items:

1. Approval of the May 20, 2025 Village Board Regular
Meeting Minutes

2. Approval of Bills to be Paid as of June 3, 2025

3. Approval of a Purchase Order for a 2025 Ford F550 Chassis

Voice Vote:

Ayes: Corder, Dolan, Finkel, Goff, Hansen, Hayden
Nays: None

Motion Carried



Approval of Consent Agenda:

Discussion of Removed Topics:

Old Business:
New Business:

Village President’s Report:

Village Attorney’s Report:

Village Administrator’s Report:

A motion was made by Trustee Coder, seconded by Trustee Goff
To Approve Consent Agenda

Role Call Vote:

Ayes: Corder, Dolan, Finkel, Goff, Hansen, Hayden
Nays: None

Motion Carried

None
None
None

Village President Witte provided that he is still waiting on the
packet for the project to widen Rt. 173 to 4 lanes. The first phase
could take 1.5 years of study. They have not yet asked for public
input or completed a basic survey.

Village President Witte stated that there was a meeting on May
28" with the corridor council. The village hopes to move forward
with freightliner property. It still needs to go through the county
process and could take a few months. The property is in an area
that would require extension of the county sewer line, and it may
not be zoned for what the Village would want it for. The
agreement expires in November 2026, so the Village has a short
time to decide to continue or not.

Administrator DiPersio added that the Lake County partners
presented an oversight of what types of developments are looking
to locate in Lake County. Understanding what those developments
are looking for will help be competitive in the market should the
Village choose to pursue.

Village President Witte provided that the Trustee committee
assignment have changed and an updated list, as well as a
breakdown as to how committees should be run, has been
distributed.

Village Attorney Mack provided a litigation update on the Roland
matter. In court, Judge Smith wanted the Village and the
property owner to work out a settlement without going to trial.
There has been no compliance to date and a court ordered
inspection is scheduled for tomorrow on the 3 building. The trial
is July 7" and the ruling should follow shortly after on 11 counts.
There is a daily penalty of $500-$750 per day, per count from the
2023 filing. The judge can choose to lower those fines.

Village Administrator DiPersio provided that the topic of a summer
internship started with an email from a Wadsworth resident, who
is a first-year political science student, looking for an internship.
This student is pursuing this on their own and it is not part of



their curriculum. The school counselor helped put together an
outline for the position. Village Administrator DiPersio feels there
are a number of items to work on — website, filing from 2018
flood, etc. The recommendation would be minimum wage,
although there was no request to be paid by the student.

Trustee Dolan inquired if it is an internship because it does not
count toward school versus hiring as a summer position. He would
look at this instance as a pilot program and then the Board can
decide whether to continue the program. If it does continue it
can then be posted publicly.

Trustee Goff expressed concern about it not being posted, if
others were not given the opportunity.

Trustee Finkel added that the budget was just completed, and it
was not included so it may seem that the Village is not
transparent. Trustee Finkel suggested that since the student
reached out, it should not be a paid position.

Administrator DiPersio said the opportunity just presented itself
and that is why it is being brought forward. This position would
be given extra projects, nothing critical to daily operations. He
would be solely responsible for overseeing the position and
reporting back to the school counselor.

Village President Witte inquired if paid/unpaid internships had
been in the news as an issue.

Village Attorney Mack stated it had not.

Trustees Goff and Corder stated it is moving too fast, but waiting
a couple of weeks or taking time for applications would take too
much time and the opportunity would pass.

Trustee Hansen provided that if the student did not inquire, this
would not be a discussion. She agrees that pay would not be
required and a stipend could be discussed at a later date. Trustee
Hansen stated transparency is important.

A motion was made by Trustee Finkel, seconded by Trustee
Hansen to Approve an Unpaid Summer Internship Position.

Role Call Vote:

Ayes: Corder, Dolan, Finkel, Goff, Hansen, Hayden
Nays: None

Motion Carried

Administrator DiPersio stated that maintenance has the mower to
do right of way mowing and as the weather cooperates it will be
competed.

Administrator DiPersio provided that Baxter and Woodman
contacted him and Trustee Dolan with an opportunity to apply for
a road money grant. The application deadline was last Sunday,
and an application for $650,000, which is 50% of the estimated
cost of the 2026 road program, was submitted.



Village Trustee Committee Reports:

Finance

Public Service:

Parks and Village Hall:

Administrator DiPersio added that there has been a spike in
solicitors’ permit requests. Ten separate companies have
contacted the village for 22 individual solicitor permits. They pay
for the permit and information is collected — time, license, car
info- and they are free to go to the public. Maurice then lets the
Sheriff know who has been approved.

Village Attorney Mack stated that the Village can cap the number
of applications as long as it is content neutral based on application
number rather than type.

Administrator DiPersio added that if there is no cap, then perhaps
it can be controlled by the cost of the permit. There have not
been any complaints. He will discuss it with the ordinance
committee further.

Trustee Goff did not provide a report

Trustee Hansen provided that the pageant director for Junior Miss
Wadsworth would like the Board to review the unpaid 2023 Junior
Miss Wadsworth Scholarship for participant Nora Gibson.
Participants must attend five mandatory events per year, and
certain events do not qualify. The parents of this participant were
not notified until March 2024 that the scholarship had originally
been denied in November 2023 based on not meeting
requirements.

Village President Witte added that there is no way to verify that
proper documentation was or was not provided or maybe missed
and no way to know what conversations were had.

Trustee Dolan added that the budget assumed all participants
would be paid out. Moving forward the Village should review the
process of the program and look at providing guidelines such has
a written agreement and periodic check-ins.

Trustee Hayden added that it should be similar to how Boy Scouts
is run. The scouts know what they have to do and records are
kept.

A motion was made by Trustee Dolan, seconded by Trustee Finkel
to Approve a $500 Junior Miss Wadsworth Scholarship to Nora
Gibson from the 2023 event.

Role Call Vote:

Ayes: Corder, Dolan, Finkel, Goff, Hansen, Hayden
Nays: None

Motion Carried

Trustee Corder provided that she had recommended flags on
poles in the village and the parking lot at village hall, but there is
no storage room for them. She suggested the Village get



Planning, Zoning and Plats:

Ordinance:

Road and Bridge:

Adjournment:

concrete vase or pot with flowers to be placed in the median by
the feed store as a gateway into the Village.

Village President Witte provided that it might be hard in the
median and that approval would be needed from the County since
it is a County right of way. If it is not possible to use the County
right of way, the Village has a piece of property that could be
used.

Trustee Corder requested that additional flowers be planted in the
planting beds at Village Hall and in the park if there are more still
available to acquire.

Trustee Hayden provided that Brown’s Chicken should be open
soon. The drive-thru needs lines/guides added to delineate the
lanes. Then they can get a final inspection.

Administrator DiPersio provided that Heidi’s is closed permanently.
There is a new tenant moving into the plaza, he believes it may
be a workout facility.

An Ordinance report was not given

Trustee Dolan did not give a report

Village President Witte provided that he contacted the County with
a complaint regarding semi-truck parking on the frontage road of
41 by Loves. The State is planning to resurface the road and
have already installed additional no parking signs. He also
confirmed with the Sheriff's Department that they will be doing
more patrols of the area to enforce the no parking regulations.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:10
p.m. on a motion by Trustee Corder, seconded by Trustee Goff.

Voice Vote:
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion Carried

7 ] 7
Nancy Huffman, Village Clerk



