Call to Order:

Pledge of Allegiance:

Roll Call:

Special Business

Public Comment

Village of Wadsworth
Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting
Held at the Village Hall
April 2, 2024

President Witte called the meeting of the Village Board of Trustees to order at
6:00 pm.

President Witte led the Pledge of Allegiance.

In attendance in person were Village Trustees Geralyn Hansen, Robert Hayden,
Ken Furlan, Matt Polheber and Mildred Corder. Village Trustee Ben Dolan was
absent. Village President Fred Witte, Village Administrator Pat DiPersio,
Village Attorney Megan Mack and Village Clerk Darlene Roback were also
physically present.

Presentation of a Proposed Development of a Firewood Processing and Sales
Business for the Property Located at 13831 W. IL Route 173

Esmeralda and Antonio Arizmendi addressed those present about the proposed
development of a firewood processing and sales business to be located on their
property at 13831 W. IL Route 173. The business would offer firewood for sale
to the general public. The property owners stated they would like to build a barn
on the property. The barn would contain office space as well as be utilized for
tool storage. Wood would not be stored in the building. They commented that
they seek to create a nice area on the property and are seeking direction from the
Board. Trustee Furlan stated that he could not support the proposal since it
would require a text amendment that would permit this type of use throughout
the B zoning district. Village President Witte stated that, if the Arizmendi’s wish
to move forward, they should work with Village Administrator DiPersio to
follow the steps necessary to go through the approval process.

Public Comment Item No. 1:

The first speaker was Carissa Lund. Ms. Lund identified herself as the daughter
of the late Village President, Glenn Ryback. Ms. Lund stated that she is
addressing the Village Board in order to bring their attention to disturbing
incidents that have taken place involving Village Trustee Mildred Corder. Ms.
Lund stated that Trustee Corder appeared in the driveway of her late father’s
home and made unacceptable comments about her late father to Ms. Lund. Ms.
Lund commented that she was surprised as she had never met Trustee Corder.
Ms. Lund stated that after this incident she reached out to Trustee Geralyn
Hansen and current Village President, Fred Witte. Ms. Lund stated that the
harassment by Trustee Corder has continued. Ms. Lund further commented that
her husband was informed by Deputy Sheriff Mandy Wanno that Trustee Corder
dropped her husband’s name when instructing a Village resident that they were
not allowed to do something. (Ms. Lund’s husband is a Kenosha County
Deputy.) Deputy Manno asked Ms. Lund who he could speak to at the Village to
report the incident, and Ms. Lund provided him with the Village Administrator’s
contact information. Ms. Lund concluded by asking that the Village Board
instruct Trustee Corder to cease contact with the late Village President’s family.

Public Comment Item No. 2:

The next speaker was Larry Brosten. Mr. Brosten addressed those present and
stated that he simply wanted to attend the meeting to say hello to everyone and to
acknowledge that he would like to have some time in the future to speak to the
Village Board regarding the proposed cannabis dispensary.
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Establish Consent Agenda:

Approval of Consent Agenda:

Old Business:

New Business:

Village of Wadsworth
Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting
Held at the Village Hall
April 2, 2024

Public Comment Item No. 3:

The next speaker was Carolyn Muse. Ms. Muse identified herself as a resident at
5700 IL Route 173, Zion, IL and addressed those present about her concerns
regarding the proposed solar farm project. Ms. Muse stated that she lives on the
property to the immediate West of the proposed solar farm between Kramers
Campers and the landscaping/nursery business. She commented that the area is
not all businesses; there are residential properties located there as well. Ms.
Muse stated that the Eastern boundary of her property abuts the proposed solar
farm. She advised that her property is flooding now with all the rain we have
received, and she is worried about drainage off the solar farm. She further stated
that she is concerned about the aesthetics of the proposed solar farm.

Public Comment Item No. 4:

The next speaker was Kathy Hayden. Ms. Hayden identified herself as a Village
resident. Ms. Hayden stated that she has heard many comments about the very
good job that Darlene Roback is doing as Village Clerk. Ms. Hayden further
stated that she wanted to thank Ms. Roback for her professionalism. Ms. Hayden
commented that she felt it was a travesty that a certain member of the Village
Board went rogue against a consultant’s advice to change the Village Clerk’s
position to an elected rather than an appointed position while there was a current
Village Clerk doing such a fine job. Ms. Hayden added that if this certain Board
Member believes they need to police the town, that individual should limit their
policing to their own neighborhood.

A motion was made by Trustee Corder, seconded by Trustee Polheber, to
establish a Consent Agenda to approve the following items:

a. Approval of the March 19, 2024 Village Board Regular Meeting Minutes
b. Approval of Bills to be Paid as of April 2, 2024

Voice Vote: Ayes — All. Nays - None. Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Furlan, seconded by Trustee Corder, to approve
the Consent Agenda, as presented.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Hansen, Hayden, Polheber, Furlan, Corder
Absent: Dolan

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

There was no Old Business.

New Business Item No. 1

Discussion was held regarding possible Action to Approve a Request to use the
Village Hall and Waive Fees for the Use of the Village Hall from the Newport
Township Historical Society for a presentation on the history of Hawthorn

Mellody Dairy Farm to be held on May 2, 2024 from 7:00pm to 8:30pm., and
also for presentations to be held on July 18,2024 and September 24, 2024.
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Village President’s Report:

Village Attorney’s Report:

Village Administrator’s
Report
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A motion was made by Trustee Corder, seconded by Trustee Hayden, to Approve
a Request to use the Village Hall and Waive Fees for the Use of the Village Hall
from the Newport Township Historical Society for a presentation on the history
of Hawthorn Mellody Dairy Farm to be held on May 2, 2024 from 7:00pm to
8:30pm., and also for presentations to be held on July 18, 2024 and September
26, 2024.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Hansen, Hayden, Polheber, Furlan, Corder
Absent: Dolan

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

Village President Witte did not provide a report. However, he noted the Easter
Egg Hunt held on March 30" was “awesome”.

Village Attorney Mack did not provide a report.
Village Administrator DiPersio noted the following in providing his report:

e Corey and Mike have been busy with flooding concerns in the Village due to
the recent heavy rainfall.

e The Village has 200 sandbags at the ready in the event that anyone reaches out
to Village Board Members for assistance with flooding.

e Village Administrator DiPersio is working on the budget. He noted that he is
analyzing the year-end numbers to determine how we did compared to the
prior year’s Village budget. Anticipating the end of May to share with the
Board.

e Liquor license inspections are underway. Village Administrator DiPersio
noted that Bob Szczerba is delayed in his anticipated return to work. Village
Administrator DiPersio will handle the liquor license inspections in Mr.
Szczerba’s absence.

e The Fire Department conducted an access review for the proposed cannabis
dispensary on the Northeast corner of IL Route 173. The Fire Department
indicated that access to three (3) sides of the building is adequate should the
need arise to address a fire at the site.

e Village Administrator DiPersio was contacted by a representative of the
proposed second cannabis dispensary applicant for the Southeast corner of IL
Route 173. The representative indicated that they will come to the Village
Hall on Thursday, April 4™, regarding the status of their CUP application.

e Village Administrator DiPersio stated that the Village Planner has cleared the
site plan for the Brown’s Chicken restaurant. He noted that the Brown’s
Chicken restaurant intends to apply for a liquor license to serve beer and wine
which requires an Ordinance. He noted that this would increase the total
number of liquor licenses in the Village.

e Village Administrator DiPersio reminded all of the upcoming Mayor’s
luncheon on Thursday, April 18,
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Committee Reports:
Finance:

Public Service:

Planning, Zoning & Plats:

Road and Bridge:

Ordinance:
Parks and Village Hall:

Executive Session:

Return to Regular Session
Roll Calil:

Results of Executive
Session:

Village of Wadsworth
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Trustee Polheber did not provide a Finance Report.

Trustee Hansen did not provide a Public Service Report. However, she noted
that the Village Easter Egg Hunt held on Saturday, March 30", went well.

Trustee Hayden commented on the gaming to be located in Heidi’s, noting that it
has not opened to-date. The Village is currently reviewing the liquor license.
Trustee Hayden noted that the kitchen is in. Village Administrator DiPersio
noted that Heidi’s will need to obtain updated approval from the Health
Department and the Fire Department.

Trustee Dolan did not provide a Road and Bridge Report as he was not in
attendance. Village Administrator DiPersio commented that we are on schedule
for the resurfacing of the Wadsworth Oaks subdivision with a target date of May
1%, He advised that, under MFT guidelines, asphalt cannot be laid until May 1%.
However, preliminary work may be completed. Village Administrator DiPersio
then commented on the pond enlargement, noting the aesthetic concerns of the
residents adjacent to the pond. He added that the property owners are required to
maintain the pond.

Trustee Furlan did not provide an Ordinance Report.
Trustee Corder did not provide a Parks and Village Hall Report.

A motion was made by Trustee Furlan, seconded by Trustee Corder, to enter
Executive Session pursuant to Personnel, Section 2(c)(1) at 6:37pm.

Roll call vote:

Ayes: Hansen, Hayden, Furlan, Polheber, Corder
Absent: Dolan

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Polheber, seconded by Trustee Furlan, to retum
to Regular Session at 7:47pm.

Voice Vote:

Ayes: All

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Furlan, seconded by Trustee Polheber, to approve
a 4.00% compensation increase for the following Village employees:

e Office Manager
e Maintenance Worker 1
e Maintenance Worker Il
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Adjournment:
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And a $5.00 per hour compensation increase for the following Village Employee:
e Finance Clerk

Roll call vote:

Ayes: Hansen, Hayden, Furlan, Polheber, Corder
Absent: Dolan

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Furlan, seconded by Trustee Corder, to approve
the following compensation increase for the Village Administrator:

e  6.50% salary increase
$9,000.00 health insurance allowance

e $4,800.00 vehicle allowance. (The vehicle allowance will be in effect
until such time as the Village can purchase a vehicle to be used by the
Village Administrator.)

Roll call vote:

Ayes: Hansen, Hayden, Furlan, Polheber, Corder
Absent: Dolan

Nays: None

Motion Carried.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. on a motion
by Trustee Furlan, seconded by Trustee Corder.

Voice Vote: Ayes - All. Nays - None. Motion carried.

Ny Ao

DarlereRoback, Village Clerk




